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Volunteers making Six Mile Library a reality

BY GREG OLIVER
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~ SIX MILE — The Six
Mile community may be
small in popuiation but
when it comes to heart -
and a willingness to work
together to make dreams
become reality, few stand
taller.

That is what local
Realtor Brenda Rippy
first discovered when
she moved into the com-
munity several years
ago, working with local
residents on & cookbook
with the proceeds going
to henefit Helping Hands.
Now, her energies are
devoted ta opening the Six
Mile Library.

“The mayor.(John
Wade) had sent out a sur-
ey several ygars ago ask-

‘My heart is
touched by how
many people want
to see it succeed.

Brenda Rippy
Six Mile Realtor

ing the community what
they wanied to seg come
to Six Mile,” Rippy said.
“More than 300 out of 568
responded tn the survey
andnamed a grocery
store, more Festatrants
anda library in the top
three!"

- Asaresult, Rippy and &
~ group of volunteers decid-

ed to take on the library
project. Since last Septem-

ber, the nonprofit publie
library with a 501(c)3
statis has collected 5,000
buoks with 2,000 already
in their computer systen.
From 9aan. to 2 p.m. Mon-
days through Thursdays,
a group of eight volun-
teers catalogs baoks while
additional volunteers
spenid Saturdays paint-
ing and performing other
work at the future home of |
the new library..

Thenew library will be
in an old store at the inter-
section of 5.C. 137 and 8.C.
183, just below L&L Feed
Store. - )

“My heart is tauched

by how many peoplé want
to see it succeed,” Rippy

said. .
Rippy added that mone-

tary donattons are needed

to pay the $225 per month

rent on the 1,167-square.
foot building as wellas
utilities, Internet and DSL
gervice just to name a few.

Before the library can
open its doors in late Oc-
fober, Rippy said there is
a need for donated indoor/
outdoor carpet, shelving
for a 31 x 48-foot building,
bookends, a large wooden
study table for students, -
asmall table and chairs
for children and a few

epmputiers.

“We're also looKing
for volunteers who could
donate a few hours to
helping us put books on
the shelves and keep our
library open,” she said.

Rippy said the library

-also needs landscaping

through materials,
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preferably donated, to
build boxes for trees and
shrubs for the front of
the building and plant
materials for the side of
the building.

Eventually, Rippy would
like to move the library
closer to town and hasg
BvVen approached Piekens
County Council about
“taking over the library
and including it in the
county’s library system.

After making a formal
Presentation to couneil
several months ago, she
was initially informed
that the council would
first have to address Ji-
brary needs in the Dacus-
ville community and was

later told that the current
budget situation wouldn’t
dllow it.

But Rippy said she's
fine with first making the
lbrary a reali ty, adding
that the project has pro-
vided a tremendous lift to
the eommumity,

“I think the community
needed something to
belleve in and they've
really stepped up,” Rippy
sajd,

For more informa-
tion on how to become a
volunteer for the library
project, call Rippy at (864)
506-0225 or e-mail bren.
darippyreal@bellsouth.
net. Anyone who wants
to donate plants, plant
materials and planters
or volunteer to help with

the landscaping can eall
DiaqE'PaI_l:ner at (864)

. BBE-9R05 Ay €-mail paliner.
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diance@gmail.com.
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