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climbs $15M
Auditor: Increase to help
support Oconee tax base
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appear that industrial assessments,
particularly that of Duke Energy, will
likely help offset that loss of tax base.

The Oconee County Auditor's office
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Last year, Duke paid $25,665,000 in -

taxes, If County Council adopts the
same millage rate this vear, the 11.1
percent increase in assessment woltild
result ina $2.8 million increase in the
Duke tax bill, or $28.4 niillion.
‘“Oeonee County isexperiencinga
decting in assessed values in other as-
sessed value line |tems such asimant-
facturing and personal property (cars,
boats, airplanes) so the increase inthe
Duike asssssment will be used to sup-

. portthat tax base,” Nix said. Bt

wieal property assessed values have -

not Mm?ﬁernﬁned-nt this time as Wwe
sontinne to work on updating vecords
due to the cir¢umstances with the com-
puler software is{sum'em;numarad by
the Assessor’s Office,” Nix added.

| The auditor wenton to say thathe
does not think residential values will
drop that much thisyear as anly actual

| purchases will change those values
and lake properties contimued to sell at
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The Duke Energy utility assessment will be going up
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$15 miflion for the 2010 tax year. County officials
expect that increase to help offset lower assessments

for manufacturing and personal prope

rty. Duke’s tax

bill will likely be between $28 million and $30 million.

DUKE: To see increase

FROM PAGE Al

“pretty high yalues.”

If there is going to be
anoticeable difference:
in residential property
values it will likely come
in 2011 when reassessed
values are used to com-
pute tax hills,”

Dulke’s assessment rep-
resents an overwhelm-
ing percentage of tha

eounty’'s utility assess-
ment. By comparlson,
Blue Ridge Electric, the
spoond largest utility, is

assessed at $5.9 million
for 2010 tax purposes,
Nix said other, smaller
utility assessments such
a8 ATE&T, BellSouth
and MCIL, have not been
provided by the state
and are not included
in the current utility
assessment total of 153
milllion.

Nix said his office is
still hoping to get tax
bills ready by an Oct.

1 deadline. He plans to
recommend a millage

rate on Sept. 21.




