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season
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From Masterworks to holiday fare,
orchestra tempts music lovers
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Greenville  Symphiony
Orchestra Artistic Director
Edvard Tchivzhel is exu-
bherant over the 20102011
Season Programs he and
his orchestra will offer.

“Our listeners will have

the best of the best of the |

classical repertoire,” he
says. “For me, with this
season, it s diffiealt to
name any particular high-
light because each concert
will serve as one”

Masterworks Series

The GSO opens the sea-
son with 2 concert Tehiv-
zhel has titled “Beetho-
ven's Fifth,” Sept. 25 and
26, The symphony gallops

-in with Von Suppé’s “Light

Cavalry” Overture; fol
lowed by Chopin's Piano
Concerto No.2, featuring
American soloist Andrew
Von Qeyen; and hammers
to a close with Beethoven's
Fifth Symphony.

Among. “Orchestral Fa-
vorites,” Nov. 6 and 7,
Tchivzhel has included
Snj.etma’s “The Bartered
Bride”™ Overture and
“Three Dances”; Borodin's
“Prince Igor” Overture and
“Polovtsian Dances”; Wag-
pner's "Tannhauser” Over-
ture and “Ride of the Valky-
.ries”; and Berlioz’ “Roman
Carnival” and “Rakoczy
March.”

The G5O WeEHMES e

l New Year with “Marvelous

| Mahler” Jan. 15 and 16, fea-
\turing the German com-
poser’s majestic Fifth Sym-
|phony. The intensely ro-
mantic work is one of
Tchivzhel's favorites, he

says,

ﬁahler’s Fifth also has &
special meaning for the
Russian-horn conductor.
When Tchivzhel returned
for the first time to his for-
mer homeland after his
1941 defection from the So-
viet Union, he led the

world-renowned St. Pet

burg Philharmonicin Mt;lrf.
]El"s. Fiﬂ:h in'a concert at
the Mariinsky Theatre, the
same theater in which
Tﬂhﬂlkﬂ\'ﬂky, Burudin' Gla-
zunov and other great com-
E_’E‘SEW had once conduct

. Tehivzhel says preced-
mg the Mahler ctfl;certg
he will hold two saiﬂn—stylé
discussions at the Bohe-
fian Restaurant to talk
ah'nut_ﬂm German compos-
E;:S nine symphonies and
s song cyeles. “His music
15 not only extremely ro-
‘mantlc,” Tchivzhel
‘but bears a range of emo—'
tions and contrasts that is
very deeply felt”
Conducting ~ Mahler’s
works is a huge challenge
for both conductor and or-

chestra, he says, because
they represent enormous
powet and range,

On Valentine’s weekend,

Feb, 12 and 13,the GSO will ences

entertain with two of the
most consistently satisfy-
ing works in the classical
repertoire: Prokofiev's
“Romeo and Juliet” ballet
music and Tchaikovsky's
“Swan Lake.” The concert
is h?adiined as “Love Sto-
ries.”

March madness comes
under the title of “Spring:-
time for S¢ s
little word play on nearky
jdentical nAMES. The pro-

includes German |
composer Schumarmn's
Symphony No. 1 “Spring,
and American COMPOSEr

" Sehuman's “Newsreel.

The March 2627 con
cert also features soloist
Marina Kolomiitseva Tk
Tehaikovsky's Fiano Con-
certo No. 2. Although it's
ot as well known as its
predecessor, Tehivzhel
says it's nevertheless 2
beautiful piece of music.
The April 30-31 concert
represents the GSO Mas-
terworks’ “Grand Finale,
with Dvorak’s “New ‘World

_ Sumphony” and Mussorg:

sky’s “Pictures at an Exhi
bition.”

Chamber Musie

The GSO’s four chamber
music concerts, offered
Friday through Sunday,
will stick to tradition, Tchiv-
zhel says.

The fun starts with “Ok-
toberfest” Oct. 1517, The
irrepressible _sounds  of
Handel, 1.5, Bach, Men-
delssohn. and Haydn will
ring out in a concert of Ba-
roque and Romantic music
— all German, of course,
and related to the tradition-
al Munich festival of good
beer and lively tunes.

A free beer tasting fol-
Iows the opening concert,
courtesy of Thomas Creek
Brewing Company.

“An Evening with Mo
zart” — one of the GSO’s
perennially sold-out cof-
certs — takes place Nov.
19-21. Tchivzhel says he put
together a program that
will flow from the humo-
rous, as with “Ein Musika-
lischer Spass” (“A Musical
Joke™), to the more seri-
ous, with the Salzburg
wunderkind's 27th and
40th symphonies.

On March 11413, audi-
will be treated to

e
“Wediterranean Nights,”

with brilliant melodies by
Verdi, Puccini, and
Bizet/Shchedrin. The
works range from Verdgs
b.“_,rmphonyforS'a‘ingsto 1-
's “Spanish Lady” and
also include Puccini's “"Cri-
santemi” and Bizet/ Shehe-
drin's “Carmen Suite.”
“The whole program is de-
signed for strings,” Tehiv-
zhel says.
The conductor describes
the final chamber series
event, “Classical Twist,”

:April 15-17, as & “funny pro-

\gram,” because each com-
poser imitates musical
styles from earlier eras.
The musical jokes include
Britten’s “Soirées Musi-
cales” (after Rossini), Pro-
kofiev's “Classical Sym-
phony,” Barber’s “Souve-
nirs” and Daugherty’s
“Flamingo.”

Holiday at Peace

“Holiday at Peace” is a
beloved Upstate tradition
that rings in Christmas
cheer. The GSO returns
Broadway star Doug La-
Brecque o the stage. Helit
up the concert hall in 2008,
and Tchivzhe! says he ex-
pects nothing less this time
around. LaBrecque is best

guown as the Phantom n
the Harold Prince produc-
tion of “The Phantom of the

Opera.”

Spotlight Series
Casual, social and fun,
these mid-afternoon and
early evening concerts are
am invitation to sip a glass of
wine or a cup of coffee with
friends and hear great mu-
sic in the intimate setting of
Centre Stage theater. The
three concerts feature the
GSO’s principal musicians.
The first, on Oct. 30, is
“Tricks and Treats” and in-
cludes Haydn’s “The Joke”
for string quartet, Arnold’s
“Suite Bourgeoisie” for
fiute, oboe and piano; Delé-
cluse’s “Drumstec II" for
percussion and piano; and
Richard Strauss’ “Till Eu-
lenspiegel” for winds and
stings.
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On Jan. 29, ~“lhrees
Company” presents Mo-
zart's “Kegelstatt” for clari-
net, piano and viola;
Haydn's “Divertimento for
Tre” for violin, cello and
horn; and Mendelssohn's
D minor Piano Trio.

The series concludes
with “Panama Nights” on
March 5 featuring Foote’s
“A Night Piece” for flute,
and string quartet; Hines’
“Yeni Makam 4" for clari-
net and percussion; Pou-
lenc’s Trio for oboe, bas-
soon and piano and Grant
Stilf's “Panama Dances” for

sting quartet.
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