Trocks leap onto Peace Center stage

All-male comic ballet company to display its many fine pointes

By Paul Hyde
Arts Writer
phydeggreenviliecnline.com

en in tutus? Dancing
M on pointe?

1t can mean only

one thing: The Trocks are in

oW
The all-male comic ballet

troupe leaps onto the Peace

‘Center stage at 8 p.m. Sat-
urday,

~ Les Ballets Trockadero
de Monte Carlo, affection-

ately known te its fans sim~

ply as the Trocks, will fea-

ture some its most popular

pieces, including “Swan
Lake, Act 11"
“Generally when we
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mances the group also
mixes in a little male bal-
letic dazzle.

For the uninitiated,
artistic director Tory Do-
brin compares the compa-
ny to the sitcom "I Love
Lucy.”

“Lucy has moments
that are super campy and
ridiculous, but she also has
moments that are com-
pletely serious — every-

———

came 1o a place we haven't
visited in a long time, we do
‘Swan Lake,' " says artistic
- ' director Tory Dobrin,
. speaking on the phone from

day conversation between
her and Ricky — but it’s all
set up to bring forth the:
comedy,” Dobrin says.

He adds: “We take what
we do seriously, eéven as
we're trying to make peo-
plelaugh™

The Trocks have arvep-
ertoire of about 50 works,
which the troupe varies
from performance to per-
formance.

The ¢onstantly touring
Trocks enjoy international
renown, with more than
130 worldwide perfor-

mances a year,

YOU CAN GO

What: Les Ballets Trock-
adero de Monte Carlo
When: 8 p.m. Saturday.
Wivere; Peace Center
Concert Hall

Tickots: $5 to 335
Information: 864-467-
3000 or www.peatecen-
ierorg

New York City, where the
company is based. * ‘Swan
Lake’ ig one of the most
famous ballets in the world,
Everybody’s familiar with
the music,”

Also featured willbe

another Trocks classic, “The
Dying Swan,” danced in a
. fiurry of molting feathers to
the music of Saint-Saens.

The company’s 2012
schedule is typical: a U.S.
tour in January and Febru-
ary, followed by Italy in
March, South America in
April, Asia in May, back to
Furope in summer and
Australia in the fall.

The company stays still
only during its three-week
engagement at New York’s
Joyce Theater every two
years.

The Trocks enjoy &
particularly large follow-
ing in-Japan, touring that

country for several weeks

BVEry year,

be reached at 864-298-4004.

The troupe will touch on
modern choreography in
“Patterns in Space,” apare-
dy of dance innovator
Merce Cunningham and his
music cellaborator John

Cage.

Much ef the ballet com-
pany’s hamor comes from
the idea that “': big(i br:;vny

uy trying to be a dainty
l%aﬁegla is funny,” Dobrin
says.

Each of the 14 drag danc-
ers in the troupe has a hu-
morous stage name, such as
Lariska Dumbchenko, Svelt-
1ana Lofatkina (the “Cherno-
byl Cherub”) and Ida Neva-
sayneva.

The Trocks, an interna-
tional presence since 1974,
are known particularly for
their parodies, butin perfor-
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‘What's to account for
the appeal in Japan?

*“They have a really
wacky sense of bumor,”
Dobrin says. “They alse
havea tradition of Kabuki
theater, with men playing
women's roles.”

Les Ballets Trockadera
de Monte Carlo is appear-
ing at the Peace Center as
a part of the “Place for
Everyone” series, which
affers tickets at half the
usual prices.

M Arts Writer Paul Hyde can




